
Responding in your Reader Response Journal 
 

Dear _________________, 
 
This year, we will be writing letters to each other about books, reading, writers, and writing. 

Our letters will give us a chance to share our thoughts, feelings, reactions, and questions about the 
ideas, actions, characters, settings, plot, themes, and other elements in books.  You can't be wrong in 
your responses!  Let me hear your voice.  
 

● Write in your response journal once each week.  Your due date each week is: ________ 
● Write the prompt # in the top right corner, along with the date of each new entry. 
● Write the title and author of the book on the top line of a new, clean sheet of paper. 

 
Below is a list of prompts, questions, and suggested responses from which to choose.  To be sure 
that you are responding and thinking about your reading in many different ways, you may only use 
each prompt once.  Cross out the number once you’ve responded.  Happy Reading! 
 

Eager to read your letter,  
 
Sentence Starters / topics to write about: 
 

1. I wonder what this means... 
2. I really don’t understand the part when... 
3. I really like/dislike this idea because... 
4. This character reminds me of somebody I know because... 
5. This character reminds me of myself because... 
6. This character is like (name of character) in (title of book) because... 
7. I think this setting is important because... 
8. This scene reminds me of a similar scene in (title of book) because... 
9. I like/dislike this author’s writing because.... 
10.This part is very realistic/unrealistic because.... 
11. I think the relationship between _______and _______ is interesting because... 
12.This section makes me think about ___________, because... 
13. I like/dislike (name of character) because... 
14.This situation reminds me of a similar situation in my own life. It happened when... 
15.The character I most admire is ________ because... 
16. If I were (name of character) at this point, I would... 
17. I wish _______________ had happened… 
18. I wish the author had included…. 
19.My opinion of (name of character) is… 
20.My opinion of the illustrations, table, and figures is… 
21.As I read, I felt… 
22.Questions I have after reading are… 
23.Something I learned from my reading… 
24.A prediction I have for what may happen next is ______________. I think these things will 

happen because…(What details in the section support your prediction?)  
25. I began to think of…  
26. I love the way… 
27. I can’t believe... 
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28. I wonder why... 
29. I noticed... 
30. I think.... 
31. I was furious when… 
32. I’m not sure about... 
33.My favorite character is _______________ because...(tell why) 
34. I like the way the author... 
35.When I don’t know a word I... 
36. I felt sad when... 
37. I wish that... 
38.________________ made me think of... 
39. I was surprised... 
40. It seems like... 
41. I’m not sure.... 
42.One of the illustrations was _______________ because… 
43.This story teaches... 
44. I began to think of… 
45.My favorite part of the book… 
46.The most important thing I learned about _____________ is… 
47.Something I would still like to know about __________________ is… 
48. If I could be one of the characters in this story, it would be __________ because… 
49. If I could talk to the author of this book, I would tell him/her… 
50. I chose to read this book because… 

 
Questions to consider…  
 

51.What were your feelings after reading the opening chapter of this book?  
52.Did this book make you laugh? cry? cringe? smile? cheer? Explain. 
53.What connections are there between the book and your life? Explain. 
54.What is the most important sentence/paragraph/passage in this book? The most important 

event or feeling?  Explain. 
55.Who should or shouldn’t read this book? Why? 
56.What is the best part of the book? Why? What is the worst part? Why? 
57.Do you like the ending of the book? Why or why not? Do you think there is more to tell?  
58.What do you think might happen next? 
59.What came as a surprise in the book? Why? 
60.What parts of the book seem most believable or unbelievable? Why? 
61.What makes you wonder in this book? What confuses you? 
62. In what ways are you like any of the characters? Explain. 
63.Do any of the characters remind you of friends, family members, or classmates? Explain. 
64.Which character would you like to be in this book? Why? 
65.What would you and your favorite character talk about in a conversation? Begin the 

conversation. 
66.Do you think the title fits the book? Why or why not? 
67.Some other possible titles for this book might be…(minimum of 5) 
68.What was the author’s purpose for writing this book? 
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69.Has the book helped you in any way? Explain. 
70.How have you changed after reading this book? Explain 
71.What do you know now that you didn’t know before? 
72.What questions in this book would you like answered? 
73.What do you think will happen next? 
74.What are some words you don’t know? 
75.How would the story be different if it was told…(choose ONLY one) 

a. from a different character’s point of view?  
b. from a narrator?   
c. in a different time period? 

76.What type of reader would enjoy this book and why?  
77. If the book were set 50 years in the future or the past, how would the conflict change?  
78. If you could be related to a character, who would it be and why?  
79. If you could step into the book, what’s the first thing you would do? 
80. If you were making this book into a movie, what part(s) would you cut out or change?  Why? 

 
Alternative responses 
 

81.Write a “book-fommercial” to convince or persuade others to read this book. 
82.Write a poem about your book. 
83.Write a eulogy (a speech honoring someone after death) for one of the characters. 
84.Create a slogan for the book and explain why you chose this… 
85. Illustrate a book cover different from what is on your book. 
86.Write a feasible solution for a problem a character has that is different from anything 

suggested in the book. 
87.Pretend that you are the author and writing a sequel to this book.  Explain what should 

happen….. 
88.Give 3 reasons why this book should be taught to the whole class. 
89.Choose a food that represents this book and explain why. 
90.Create a theme song with lyrics for the book. 
91.Write a letter to the author of your book. 
92.Choose a character of the book, decide what would be an appropriate birthday present for that 

character and explain why. 
93.Discuss a portion of the book that was too predictable. 
94.Create an award for this book. Explain the award and why this book received it.  
95.Make a list of the characters in your book and then create a cast of famous people that you 

would choose to portray that character if you were making a movie. 
96.Write a letter to a character in your story. 
97.Make a comic strip of the story. (minimum 3 frames) 
98.Make a timeline of the major events (minimum 5 events) in this story.  You must illustrate each 

event and label each event with a caption or description. 
99.Make a list of characters in your book.  Transform the major characters in your book to 

animals.  Decide upon an animal for each based upon personality traits. 
100. List 10 interesting/”expensive” words from your book and…(choose only one) 
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a. tell why each word is interesting.  
b. write a definition for each word. 
c. use each in a sentence of your own. 

 
From another source: 
 
 

101. . Dialectical Journal – choose 3 quotes from the section that you read. Copy the quote in 
one column. Write your analysis of your selections in the other. What are your thoughts, 
comments, ideas, and understandings about the significance of the chosen parts of the text?  

102.  What is the writer’s purpose? What does he/she hope to accomplish? Choose at least two 
passages from the text that clearly demonstrate said purpose.  

103. Who is the author’s intended audience? What group or subgroup of people is the author 
trying to persuade or inform? What assumptions about the audience does the writer make?  

104. How does the author establish his or her own authority (ethical appeal)? What does he/she 
do to prove he/she is a credible source? If mentioned, how did he/she conduct his/her 
research prior to writing? Did you find the information in this book to be reliable? How do you 
define “reliable?” How did the author prove that his/her facts were true?  

105. What claims does the writer make? How does he/she support them? Do you ultimately find 
him/her convincing? What is the author’s primary method of persuading his/her audience?  

106. Explain some things you have learned so far that you are not likely to forget in the near 
future.  

107. What questions does this book raise for you? What issues are addressed or ignored in the 
text?  

108. Did the author weave opinion into facts? Can you find examples of each? Explain.  
109. What patterns do you see emerging in the text? Does the author repeat certain words or 

phrases? Sentence patterns? Symbols? Images? Modes of narration?  
110. What connections can you make from the book to movies, news events, other texts, your 

own life, etc.?  
111. If your book has a main character, does he/she change over the course of the text? If so, 

why and how?  
112. Write about something that intrigues, impresses, amuses, shocks, puzzles, disturbs, 

repulses or aggravates you.  
113. Look back at the vocabulary words you have circled throughout your reading. Choose ten 

words that you really like and want to remember for future writing and speaking. Explain your 
affinity for the word. Elaborate on the word: its definition, words that are synonymous with it, 
the roots of the word, the history of the word, other words that you can relate to it.  

114. Choose a passage from the text that you think is just outstanding writing. Include the 
passage and articulate why you find this selection so powerful.  

115. Did this book make you laugh? Cry? Cringe? Smile? Cheer? Explain.  
116. What is the most important word in the book? The most important passage? The most 

important event or feeling? Explain.  
117. What parts of the book seem most believable or unbelievable? Why?  
118. Do any of the characters remind you of friends, family members, or classmates? Explain.  
119. What would you and your favorite character talk about in your conversation? Begin the 

conversation.  
120. Do you think the title fits the book? Why or why not?  
121. What was the author saying about life and living through this book? In other words, what is 

the theme of the book? Cite specific examples of how that theme is developed.  
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122. If I was the author, I’d change….  
123. Write a poem: A. From a character’s viewpoint B. About the setting C. About a character D. 

About the theme of the book  
124. Write a eulogy ( a speech honoring someone after death) for one of the characters.  
125. Create a slogan for the book and explain why you chose this…  
126. Writing a commercial script for this book.  
127. If this book would become a movie, choose 5 main scenes and why you chose them.  
128. If this book were to become a movie, who would you cast to play the main characters. 

Explain your choices with evidence from the text.  
129. This book is controversial because…..  
130. This story helps me understand the problem of…better because…..  
131. In the sequel to this book, the following should happen…..  
132. Give 3 reasons why this book should be taught to a whole class. Support each reason with 

ample evidence from the book.  
133. If the book were set 50 years in the future or the past, how would the conflict change?  
134. Create an award for this book. Explain the award and why this book received it.  
135. Discuss how…(character) shows his/her personality through the dialogue in the story.  
136. Discuss how…..(character) shows his/her personality by the actions he/she takes.  
137. Discuss how…..(character) shows his/her personality by what other characters say or do 

toward this character.  
138. Who is the narrator in the story and why do you think the author chose this narrator?  
139. Is the story written in the first person? Third? Give an example from the book to support 

your pick of point of view.  
140. Did the author switch between narrators? Who are they? Why do you think they did that?  
141. What particular style does the author use in her/his writing? Do you like or dislike it? Why?  
142. What do you remember most about the story?  
143. How do the chapter titles help you predict what might happen next? Are the chapter titles 

appropriate?  
144. What was the main problem in the story?  
145. Were there other less significant conflicts in the story? Discuss the role they play in the 

story.  
146. Describe a conflict and identify it as either internal or external. Tell why you chose that 

label.  
147. Were there clues that led you to believe that something would happen?  
148. Discuss a particular event in the book that used foreshadowing or flashbacks.  
149. Does the author use shifts in time? Why?  
150. How did the author leave the reader? Was the ending satisfying? Explain.  
151. Was there an epilogue in the book? How was it used? What effect did it have on the story?  
152. Did you like the way the author ended the story? Make up a new ending that could still fit 

with the previous events in the plot.  
153. Did the story end the way you expected it to? What clues did the author offer to prepare 

you to expect this ending? Did you recognize these clues as important to the story as you were 
first reading it?  

154. Would you rather guess the ending or be surprised? Were you able to guess the ending? 
Did you like the way it ended? How would you have changed the ending? Explain.  

155. Where does the story take place? Tell what the place is like. If the story took place 
somewhere else or in a different time, how would it be changed?  

156. Compare the setting to a place you have been before, or a place you hope to visit.  
157. Tell about your reaction to a particularly interesting passage where the author creates an 

image of the setting.  
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158. Compare where you live with the neighborhood, town or city in the book. Would you rather 
live in the place where this story takes place? Why or why not?  

159. Would you like to live during the time this story takes place? Why?  
160. Describe the personality of a particular character. Include examples from the story that 

support your description.  
161. Do any of the characters change during the story? If so, how are they different? What 

changed them? Did it seem believable?  
162. How did the main character change from the beginning to the end of the story?  
163. Select a relatively important event in the book and describe why it was a turning point in the 

character’s life? What was it that the character decided or learned to do?  
164. Pick a paragraph or a page which describes the way another character treats the main 

character. Would you treat the person the same way? Find an incident in your own life which is 
similar and explain why you treated someone the way you did. Have you changed from that 
experience? How would you treat that person now?  

165. Often main characters will grow in confidence and learn how to accept themselves in some 
new way. Cite an example of how the protagonist found a source of strength. Describe how 
you felt as the reader when this happened.  

166. List the characters in the story and describe qualities which you admire. Tell what and why 
you respect the individuals. Point out classmates who possess the traits you admire.  

167. Do any of the characters do things you feel are wrong? Explain.  
168. Some characters play small but important roles in the story. Name such a character. Why is 

this character necessary for the story?  
169. Would you like to be anyone in the story? Who? Why?  
170. Think about the characters in the story. Are any of them the same type of characters you 

have met in other stories, but not the same series? Explain. 
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